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Owen O’Daniel (1) 

This Owen is included as I believe he was the father of Owen (2) who died in 1736. His will, shown in the 

next paragraph, mentions son Thomas and daughter Mary, there are at least two other children and that 

none of his children were of age.   The will mentions he is of the precinct of Chowan which is where I 

found the earliest mention of Owen (2).  (See further discussion of why I believe Owen (1) was the 

father of Owen (2) in my Fryer write-up)  Reference hereafter, to distinguish between Owens, will note 

them by number in parenthesis as shown above. 

 “In the name of god amen ye 7 day of March 1700/1 / aciording to ye Computation of ye Churtch 
of England /  I OWEN O DANIELL of ye presenck of Chowan being / of purfect memory and remembraunce 
praised be / god do much ordain this my Last will and / testament manner and form following first / I 
bequeath  my soul into the hands of almighty god my / maker hoping that through ye meitorious [sic] 

death and passion / of Jesus Christ my onely savor and redemer to receve free / pardon and forgivnes of 

all my sins 

 this I maik THOMAS JOANS my whole Exsiotor /  to all that I have In this world and to / take two 

of my Chelderen which he pleases / and as far my Son THOMAS I would have / Collnoll THOMAS 

POLLACK to have him whiles / he Is at age and as for my dauther / MARY to be Left with JAMES 

THIRES according / to y
e
 Custom of Countere [sic] and as for / the sade THOMAS JONES to pay all my 

debte / what remanes to be giveen to my Chelderen / when as they Come to age this my Last / will and 

testament revocking all others / willes and testament 

in witness whereof I set have hearunto / set my hand and Seall OWEN 
o
 O  D DANIELL 

CORNELIUS BENINGTON     (Seal)       his mark 
JOHN J JONES 

f.2 
Proved in Court / Aprill ye 1st / Before ye Comisson / test/ N CHEVIN Clk Cur” [1, p. 102]  

 

Some researchers believe his surname was Daniel and that the “O” in his signature was his mark not part 

of his name.  The original handwritten will separates the “O” from “Daniel”, as shown above in the body 

of the will. If it was his mark it would not be part of his name in the body of his will.  I believe James 

Thires mentioned in the above will was actually James Harris ( Heris, Harries, Hares) as his name with 

various surname spellings appears in several records with Owen. 

There are a couple of North Carolina Higher Court records of Owen.  August 22, 1697: “Oin Daniell” 

received 2 days pay for assisting in the taking of two people.
[2, p. 522]

  January 3, 1700: “I Owen ODaniell 

Doe justly acknowledge my selfe to be indebted To the Pallatine and Lords Proprietors the summe of ten 

pounds.”
[2, p. 438]

  Four days later: “I Owen ODaniell acknowledge my selfe to be justly indebted and 

oweing to the Pallatine and Lords Proprietors the full and just summe of Five pounds sterling money to 

be Levyed of my howses, Lands, goods, Or chattells; as witness my hand this seaventh day of January 

1700.”
[2, p. 439 & 440]

  The debts were to ensure the appearance of Cornelius Benington in court and were 

voided upon his appearance.  Cornelius, as seen above, was a witness to Owen’s will. 

 On February 2, 1702/03, Thomas Marks received a warrant for 550 acres in Chowan Precinct.  He 

received the land for transporting people into North Carolina.  Among the names was “Nath. Chevin 

assignee of Owen Daniel viz. Jno. Abraham Sarah Jones Thomas Daniel”.
[3, p. 55]

  The date shown in the 
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transcription is May 10, 1677 which I believe is supposed to be the date the people were transported to 

North Carolina.  I am guessing that the year is in error and should be 1697 as I doubt anyone could wait 

twenty-five years to apply for a warrant.  No female Daniel was mentioned and as no wife was mentioned 

in Owen’s will I believe she may have died before he came to North Carolina.  In another request for 

headrights in January Court 1703/4 by a Jabez Olford is included “and by assignment of N. Chevin Owen 

Daniell.” 
[3, p. 48]

 

In 1651 or 1652 Thomas Hall received a certificate for 100 acres for transporting Owen Danill and John 

Kelson into the Colony of Virginia.  Owen Daniell received a patent for 175 acres in Isle of Wight & 

Nansemond Counties, date of April 29, 1692, for transportation of 4 persons.  He received 130 acres in 

the same two counties for transportation of 3 persons on April 21, 1695.  Whether these two Owens were 

the same and also the North Carolina Owen, I don’t know; however, Isle of Wight and Nansemond 

Counties to the south abutted Chowan Precinct, North Carolina at that time. 

Owen O’Daniel (2) 

Neither location nor date of birth is known.  Owen married Elizabeth Fryer, daughter of Richard Fryer. 

My guess is Elizabeth and Owen married within a couple of years either side of 1720, but it could have 

been later. 

John Jones in his will, dated 7 January, 1712/13, bequeaths a mare to his brother-in-law Owen Daniel 

and a mare to his sister-in-law Hannah (sp?) Daniel.  Whether this was the Owen (2) and a sister is not 

known.  It appears possible there was a marriage between a Jones and Daniel (or O’Daniel). 

The first record I have of Owen is him as a witness on July 11, 1720 to Samuel Hearing receiving power 

of attorney from Charles Barber of Chowan Precinct to acknowledge the sale of land to John Hearing 

Lewerton of Chowan Precinct.[4, p. 59]  (“Hearing” was probably actually “Herring”)  This same day Owen 

received power of attorney from Elizabeth Barber to acknowledge sale of land unto John Lewerton.[4, p. 

59]
  Note that the will of John Jones, mentioned in the previous paragraph, included his step-daughter 

Elizabeth Lewerton, daughter of John Lewerton.  I assume Owen would have been over the age of 21 to 

receive power of attorney and as such was born prior to 1699.  As no wife is mentioned in the will of 

Owen (1) nor in Thomas Marks headrights request, for transporting people into Chowan Precinct in May 

of 1677 (1697?), I believe if Owen (2) was the son of Owen (1) he was born before 1697.   

Deed records: 
 Owen was issued a grant of 480 acres in Chowan Precinct, North Carolina on August 10,   
  1720. [4, p. 152]  The 1720 acreage list for Chowan Precinct shows him with 480 acres at  
  Cassiah (Southwest side of Cassey main swamp near head.)   
 In March 1721 he received another 480 acres. [5, p. 170]  The 1721 tax list for Chowan County  
  shows him with 950 acres.   
 He received 137 acres in Bertie Precinct on August 4, 1723. [5, p.201]  Bertie was formed from  
  Chowan in 1722.  
 November 8, 1723 Owen sold 480 acres in Bertie precinct to John Blount for £15. [6, p. 65]

 

 August 8, 1724 he bought 100 acres in Bertie precinct from John Edwards. [6, p. 65]    
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 Dec. 22, 1724 he received land patents for 550 and 600 acres in Bertie precinct. [5, p. 207]  
  October 25, 1725 he bought 640 acres in Bertie County from John Edwards. [7, p. 32]   
 August 6, 1728 a Bertie County deed, from John Griffin to his son William Griffin, mentions “two  
  Negroes bought by Owin O’Daniel in Virginia, with my money and for my use”.  No date  
  given for this purchase.  Also mentioned: “a white servant named Peter Teanger bought  
  from Alexander, Gustin & Millikin, merchants”. [8, pages 19 & 20] ( Millikin was James Millikin,  
  another ancestor of mine.) 
 May 14, 1734 Owen sold 400 acres, for 50 lbs, to Abraham Sheperd. [9, p. 97]

 

 October 23, 1734 Bertie County record: “Owen Daniel of Edgecombe Precinct in County   
  of Bath to Richard Rowland, a young horse for 137 acres on east side of Wattom Swamp  
  at Bosom Branch … “[10, p. 297] 
 
Court minutes the  date of which appears to be September 19, 1732: “Upon the petition of Owen 
DANELL praying hee may have his Mark admited to record Same is granted”.[10, p. 32]

  Another court case 

involved Eubanck and Odaniel vs. Black.
[11, p. 446]

  They complain that James Black owes them twelve 

pounds Sterling of Great Britain. These two records plus what is in the previous paragraph indicate that 

Owen was probably a merchant. 

 
The will of Owen, written March 12, 1735/36, was entered into May 1736 court for Bertie Precinct.  He 

says he is of Craven Precinct.  The will names his wife Elizabeth executrix.  Owen leaves his father-in-law 

Richard Fryer the plantation and 150 acres he (Richard Fryer) is now living upon.   

June 1738 court: “On the Petition of Elizabeth ODANIEL, It is Orderd That Lewis FFRYER as Execr: of Owen 
ODANIEL take care of the Orphans Estate till next Court & then personally to appear there, Also That 
Bryn: FRYLEY be summoned to appear Next Court, to answer the Complaint this day Exhibeted against 
him.”[11, p. 62]   
 
“21 Jul 1738. Order to Provost Marshal to summon Martin Fryer planter to appear in General Court at 

Edenton the last Tuesday in Oct next to answer Bryan Reyly admr of Owen O’Daniel dec’d in a plea for 

£500. William Smith Chief Justice. On back: “Not come to my Hands in time.” J. Carter DM.” [13, p. 105] 

September 1738: “Bryan RAILEY appeard in open Court to Answer the complaint of Eliza ------ Railey? & 

Whereas there was an Order That Lass. FRYER as Executr of Owen ODANIEL Take care of the Orphans 

Estate, till Septmr. Court. The Same Ord. is Discolv’d.”[11, p. 64]    

In June and in December of 1739 Bryan Railey produced an account of sales and distributions of Owen’s 

estate. [11, p. 94 & 104] 
    

It appears from the September court record and the fact Bryan had replaced Lewis Fryer as executor that 

he may have married the widow Elizabeth.  The September 1738 court record (two paragraphs above) has 

O Daniel as Elizabeth’s last name marked out and replaced with Railey.  (July 1744 General Court has of 

Lewis Fryer: “not to be found Gone to South Carolina.”)  As Bryan appears to have replaced Lewis Fryer 

as executor in June or July of 1738 it seems probable that if he married Elizabeth it was in one of these 

two months.  Bryan received a patent for 300 acres in Craven County November 18, 1738. 
[14, p. 185]

  Bryan 

Railey of Craven County sold to Andrew Meade of Nansemond County, Virginia on 10 Oct 1739 ““In 
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part Payment of a large Sume of money I owe to Sd Mead by obligation”. Negro wench & child (not 

named), goods, cattle, crop; 400 acres on the south side of Little Contentny Creek; 180 acres joining 

Judge Smith on the north side of Nuce River on the west side of Beare Creek.” 
[15, p. 95] 

 The only confirmed child of Owen (2) is Frederick; however, the use of the word “orphans” in his 
estate records indicates he more than one.  One may have been another Owen (3).  A December 9, 1741 
deed in Craven County mentions Owen O’Daniel’s line on Black Log Branch.  Duplin County land records 
show that Owen O’Daniel (3) purchased land in 1756 from William Goodman, Sr. and sold this land in 
1758 to Benjamin Blanchet of Chowan County.   
 Owen (3?) may have moved to Georgia or/and South Carolina or there may be even another 
Owen.  Owen O’Daniel submitted a petition as noted in the September 1762 proceedings and minutes of 
the Governor and Council of Georgia.  He says “that he had been about Eighteen Months in the Province 
from North Carolina...”  He is requesting 150 acres in the Hallifax District where he proposes to erect a 
saw mill and also asking for 200 acres more.  150 acres was granted and the residue postponed until the 
mill was built.  In June 1766 a petition of Joseph Dunlap requests land adjoining or near “the upper Line 
of Land granted Owen o’Daniel to run on both sides the Creek whereon the said ODaniel had erected a 
mill.”  Following this petition in the records was one by Owen stating that he was settled in the Province 
had been granted 160 acres in Hallifax District “for the Purpose of erecting a Saw Mill which he had since 
completed and then worked Therefore praying for on Purchase One thousand Acres of Pine Land for the 
Use of the said Mill to adjoin the upper Line of the Land already granted him and the River Savannah.”  
Further connecting this Owen to Owen (2) is a petition in Georgia contained in the council Chamber 
minutes at Savannah June 5, 1764 from John Fryer (Martin Fryer mentioned in Owen (2)’s estate records 
had a brother John) stating “that he had been a Year in the Province from North Carolina had had no 
Land granted him and was desirous to obtain Land for Cultivation having a Wife and Eight Children.”  He 
is asking for 150 acres of land in Hallifax District that William Sissom had sold to Owen O’Daniel “who 
transferred the same to the Petitioner.”  John died prior to February 1767.  The last record I have found 
of Owen in Georgia is a March 1768 petition of his. 
 Owen O’Daniel (3?) was witness and also executor to the will, dated April 25, 1769, of Edward 
Bush of Granville County, South Carolina.  This same Edward Bush bought land from Martin Fryer in 
1767.  Martin was mentioned in the 1730’s estate records of Owen (2) and in 1756 he was noted as 
“being about to remove to the Southward offered to sell land in Duplin Co.”  As previously noted Lewis 
Fryer, former executor of the estate of Owen (2), went to South Carolina.  This Owen (3?) owned land in 
Granville County as early as September 2, 1767 when a survey certified for Jonathan Mulchi mentions 
“SE by OWEN O. DANIEL”.  A land petition for 150 acres by Owen O’Daniel is shown in the meeting 
records for the South Carolina Council of October 5, 1762. This brings into question whether this was the 

Georgia Owen or a different Owen as it appears the Georgia Owen was still in Georgia in 1768.  Both the 

Owen in Georgia and the Owen in South Carolina seem to have close connections to the Fryers of North 

Carolina.  As previously mentioned Owen O’Daniel (2) married Elizabeth Fryer. 

 Isaac O’Daniel petitioned, in Georgia, for land for cultivation in 1767 and mentions having a wife 
and 4 children.  Mentioned below, under Frederick O’Daniel, is that an Isaac O’Daniel was listed under 
Duplin County North Carolina troops along with Frederick in 1754. If not brothers it is still likely they 
were related. 
 William O’Daniel received land in Craven County, South Carolina in 1763. A Richard Fryer was in 
Craven County, South Carolina in 1739. 
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 Orange County, NC was home to some O’Daniels after 1760 that may or may not be related to 
these O’Daniels.  Eighteenth century North Carolina records show a number of Daniels some of whom 
may have been O’Daniels. 
 
Children of Owen and, I assume, Elizabeth Fryer: 
 Owen (3)  (assumed by me, but unproven) 
 Isaac     (assumed by me, but unproven) 
 Frederick 
 William     (just a slight possibility based upon him being in Craven County, South Carolina where  
       previously a Richard Fryer was in the same county, although it appears there may  
       have been a separate O’Daniel  line in South Carolina) 
 
Note:  There was an Owen McDaniel (Mack Daniel) in Bertie County records at the same time as Owen 

O’Daniel.  He was a different person not a variation of the surname spelling as he sold land to Edward 

Toole on November 29, 1737 which was more than a year after Owen O’Daniel (2) died. 

Frederick O’Daniel 

The when and where of Frederick’s birth is not known, but undoubtedly he was born in North Carolina.  

Frederick married Charity Whitfield.  Charity was the daughter of William Whitfield and Elizabeth 

Goodman.  I have no verifiable birth information about her. 

Frederick and Charity’s marriage occurred prior to July 17, 1753 when they were witnesses to a deed 

from Charity’s brother Constantine Whitfield to Edward Outlaw. [16]
   

Frederick received a warrant of 400 acres in Johnston County, North Carolina, May 17, 1754. Included in 

the record is: “being the land formerly Surveyed for Owen Odaniel his Father” [16. P. 323]
.  Johnston was 

created from the western part of Craven in 1746.  Among those whose petitions were read to the 

Executive Council, February 10, 1735, “setting forth that they Obtained Warrants which have been 

Executed and return’d and praying Patents for the same” was Owen O Daniel, 400 acres. 
[17, p. 54]

  This 

may be the 400 acres that Frederick received in 1754. 

Frederick was grantor to William Whitfield (book 3 page 85, April 1754 – April 1755) in Old Dobbs 

County, NC.   Dobbs was formed from Johnston in 1758 so this land was probably in Johnston County, 

but with the record later keep in Dobbs.  Most of these records were destroyed in a courthouse fire. 

Only the index exists. 

Duplin County, North Carolina Troops commanded by Frederick Gregg in 1754 included Frederick 

O’Daniel and Isaac O’Daniel. [18, p. 715] 

The last record I have of Frederick is as a witness to a deed dated September 28, 1761. [19, p. 116]  A deed 

dated May 28, 1773 from Jesse Barfield to William Winfield mentions “the place whereon Charity 

O’Daniel family lived.” [19, p.53]  Charity was witness to this deed.  It appears Frederick died before this 

transaction.  Assuming the date of birth shown for his son Alexander in the bible of Thomas Flowers is 

correct, Frederick died between April of 1769 and May 28, 1773.   



O’Daniel Line 
 

6 of 11 
 
 

 

Children of Frederick O’Daniel and Charity Whitfield: 
 Owen (4) was born about 1756 [20] and died about 1834. 
 William was born about 1763. [20] 
 Alexander was born January 4, 1770 and died March 14, 1816. 
 Elizabeth is said to have married William Winfield (or Winkfield). 
 Charity, Jr. died before 1820 in Duplin County, North Carolina. 
Of the above children, Elizabeth is the only one I haven’t found proof.  The not always accurate census 
records would indicate that Owen was born between 1755 & 1765.  William purchased land from 
Stephen Barfield July 7, 1783[16] which leads me to believe he was born no later than July 1762 instead of 
the 1763 shown above.  He is shown on the 1786 Duplin County tax lists with 3 white taxables. [26, p. 335]  
He married Elizabeth Herring on July 10, 1789.  William is shown in the 1790 census with two females in 
the household.  He was witness to a deed of 180 acres from Daniel Herring to Owen O’Daniel on August 
12, 1790.  The last definite record I have of him is a court record of July 16, 1793 of him providing bail for 
William Hubbard; however, some of the records that follow under his brother Alexander leave open the 
possibility that he was still alive in 1804 and maybe even one of the heirs of his sister Charity’s estate in 
1825. 
 
Charity received 100 acres on October 11, 1774 from William Goodman. [16]

 

Charity received a land grant of 100 acres in Duplin County in 1780. [16] 
Charity bequeathed land to her son Owen on June 27, 1780. 

[16]
 

Charity gifted (bill of sale) to her son William on June 29, 1780.  Included are the words “to be delivered 

 when the said William Daniel is __ years old”.  Just a guess that the age I cannot make out is 21.  

 In this same record Charity gifted to her son Alexander and her daughter Charity, Jr. 
[16, book 7, p. 74 & 

 75.]
 

Charity married Daniel Herring on May 2, 1782. [21, p. 225]  Daniel previously married Charity’s sister Sarah 

Whitfield on March 1, 1750.[22, p. 220]   Daniel was born about 1726 and died 1787 in Duplin County.  He 

was the son of Abraham Herring and Mary Williams.  The 1786 North Carolina State census for Charity 

Herring shows 2 females and one male (the male was in the under 21 or over 60 age bracket).  That the 

census shows Charity, not Daniel leaves open the possibility that Daniel died before 1787.    

Charity was a witness to her son Alexander’s will, dated March 10, 1816. Her date of death is unknown.  

Alexander O’Daniel 

Alexander was born January 4, 1770[23] probably in Duplin County, North Carolina.  He and his brother 

William were witnesses to a deed from Daniel Herring to Stephen Herring, dated October 25, 1783. [16, 

book 1a, p. 85]  Age 13 seems young for a witness; however, Daniel Herring was his step-father.  The accuracy 

of census records for Alexander’s age is questionable.  According to the 1800 census he would have 

been born between 1774 and 1784. According to the 1810 census he was born between 1765 and 1774.  

From these two records the assumption would be that he was born in 1774.  This seems unlikely and I 

am using the bible record for his date of birth. 

Alexander married Elizabeth Grady October 1, 1790 in Duplin County.  Elizabeth was the daughter of 

William and Elizabeth Grady.  The 1790 census shows in the household of Alexander; 1 male over 16 

(him), 3 males under 16, 3 females and two slaves.  Alexander received the slaves as a gift from his 
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mother in 1780.  The census date was prior to his marriage to Elizabeth and, as he was only 20, I doubt 

any of the under 16 were his children.  As no females are shown in the household of Alexander in 1800, 

Elizabeth may have died prior to this census.  The 1800 census shows two males under the age of 10.  

This appears to be in error and should be one male (William) and one female (Charity) under the age of 

10. 

The 1786 Duplin County list of taxables shows Alexander with 180 acres.  I have found no record of him 

receiving land prior to 1798.  Perhaps the land was inherited. 

Alexander purchased 255 acres from Owen O’Daniel, November 16, 1798. 
Alexander purchased 72 acres from William Glisson, December 6, 1804. 
Alexander purchased 26 acres from Lewis Glisson, September 15, 1806. 
Alexander sold 50 acres to Stephen Gufford on April 7, 1808. 
Alexander purchased 50 acres from Stephen Glisson, April 27, 1808. 
Alexander purchased 120 acres from George F. Kornegay, April 14, 1810. 
Alexander sold 120 acres to his son William on March 10. 1816. 
 
Between 1800 and 1803 Alexander married Ann.  Ann was born in North Carolina.  She is said to have 

been the daughter of Jonathan Keathley and Nancy Herring.  Although I haven’t seen any actual proof I 

believe it is true.  The birth date shown for Annie Keathley, July 12, 1782, (by Mary Ellen Keathley on-

line) is the same birth date shown on Annie O’Daniel’s tombstone in the Walnut Grove Baptist Church 

Cemetery in Gibson County, Tennessee.  Alexander and Ann naming a son Jonathan and daughter Nancy 

provides further credibility to Ann being the daughter of Jonathan and Nancy Keathley. 

The 1810 census shows 3 males and 3 females under the age of 10 in addition to Alexander’s 2 children 

born before 1800.  This makes it probable that Ann & Alexander married about 1800 or 1801. It would 

be unusual to give birth to 6 children in less than 10 years, but is possible as my great-great-

grandmother Hall gave birth 6 times in less than 9 years.   

Alexander died March 14, 1816. 
[23]

  His will was written March 10, 1816, presented and proved in the 

April court term.  The only children mentioned by name were William and Charity.  He does mention 

youngest son (unnamed) as well as children (unnamed) of his wife Ann.  Witnesses were his brother 

Owen O’Daniel (4) and mother Charity Herring. 

The following: “Minutes of January Term, 1804, continued” [24, p. 28 & 29] court records are confusing to me.   
  “Bill of Sale:  Alexander O’Daniel to Owen O’Daniel for a Negro wench Rach & her two children, 
 Grace & Milley & a Negro wench Fib & sundry other articles, proved by Edward Outlaw; Ordered 
 registered.”   
 “Bill of Sale:  Stephen Herring to Owen O’Daniel for a Negro wench Fib, proved by William 
 Glisson; Ordered registered.”  
  “Bill of Sale:  William O’Daniel to Charity O’Daniel for a Negro girl Phib, proved by Owen 
 O’Daniel; Ordered registered.”   
 
 Alexander’s will mentions property that will fall to him upon his mother’s death consisting of 
one fourth part of fib, June, Claben and James.  The 1820 inventory of the estate of Charity O’Daniel 
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included 3 Negro boys; June, Clabe and Jame.  Fib is mentioned in all 3 bills of sales shown above.  The 
last bill of sale was likely between Alexander’s brother and sister not his son and daughter of the same 
name. 
 On August 18, 1825, presented in court was a settlement of the estates of William O’Daniel, 
deceased and Charity O’Daniel, deceased.  “We your Committee appointed to Settle the Estate of 
William O. Daniel Decd. in the hands of Owen O. Daniel Admn.  and place the Balance of William ODaniel’s 
Estate & the proportionally part of Charity O. Daniels Estate in the hands of Anne O. Daniel Guardian to 
the heirs of Alexander O. Daniel Decd proceeded to examine the same & find the balance of William 
O.Daniel’s  Estate to be (including interest) Twenty Dollars 95/100 $20.95 also find the Estate of Charity 
O. Daniel to be worth Fifteen Hundred forty Dollars & 72/100 ($1540.72) which divided among the Heirs 
of said Estate makes to each the sum of Three Hundred & Eighty five Dollars & 18/100 ($385.18) which 
sum divided makes to each of three Heirs One Hundred & twenty Eight Dollars 40/100 ($128.40) which 
with the balance of Wm. O.Daniels makes the sum of One Hundred Forty Nine Dollars & 35/100 
($149.35) now in the hands of Owen O. Daniel & which he is to account for.”  The last division by three 
baffles me as does the first division into fourths.  The heirs were not named.  The estate records show 
that William died prior to December 16, 1816 and was Alexander’s son who died April 14, 1816 as his 
estate included 120 acres (the amount of land Alexander sold to his son William on March 10, 1816) and 
his estate, as mentioned above, went to Anne as guardian.  I believe Charity was Alexander’s sister.   
 
Shown in a court record of January 13, 1838 is the final estate settlement and sale of the land of 

Alexander received by the following signers: Ann O’Daniel, Stephen O’Daniel, John O’Daniel, A O Daniel, 

James O’Daniel & John Matthews.  Nancy Witherington and Jonathan O’Daniel also received from the 

estate settlement.  The recipients thus named were Alexander’s widow Ann, her children by him and her 

son-in-law John Matthews.  John Matthews was the husband of Alexander & Ann’s daughter Kitsy. 

The 1818 Duplin County tax list shows Ann O’Daniel with 576 acres with a value of $1728. The 1820 

census shows in her household, in addition to her: 1 female age 16-25 (may be Charity), 2 females 10-

15, 2 males 10-15 and 5 males under 5, with 2 people engaged in commerce.  The 1830 census shows in 

addition to her: 1 female age 30-39 (no idea who this was as Charity married before 1821), 1 male 15-19 

and 1 male 10-14.  I have not located her in 1840 so she may have been living at that time with one of 

her children or other relatives.  In 1850 she is shown in the household of her son Alexander O’Daniel, Jr. 

in Gibson County, TN. 

Anna died in Gibson County, Tennessee.  The date of death shown for her in the Gibson County 

tombstone records is questionable.  The date shown is November 21, 1853, but the last number of the 

year is unreadable on the picture of her tombstone shown on Findagrave.  This would put her age at 

death as 71; however, I believe the year should be 1858.  Under deaths in the Wilmington Daily Journal, 

Wilmington, NC dated Thursday March 17, 1859 is “Died, at the residence of her son in Gibson County, 

Tenn., Mrs. Anna O’Daniel, in her 76th year, widow of Alexander O’Daniel, dec’d, formerly of Duplin 

County, NC.” [25, p. 142]  Although the true meaning of being in her 76th year is that she would be 76 on her 

next birthday, it apparently is used here as though she was 76 when she died.” 

 



O’Daniel Line 
 

9 of 11 
 
 

 

Census records 

1790:  1M 16+, 3M < 16, 3F, 2 slaves. 
1800:  1M 16-25, 2M < 10. (Believe this is incorrect and should be 1M under 10 & 1F under 10.) 
1810:  1M 26-44, 1M 16-25, 3M < 10, 1F 26-44, 1F 10-15, 3F < 10. 
1820:  1M 10-15, 5M < 10, 1F 26-44, 1F 16-25, 2F 10-15. 
1830:  1M 15-19, 1M 10-14, 1F 40-49, 1F 30-39. 
1850:  Anna, age 64, was in the household of her son Alexander, age 34, in Gibson County, TN. (Anna’s 
 age appears to be off a few years in this census as she was born in 1782.) 
 
Children of Alexander & Charity: 
 William was born July 18, 1794 and died April 14, 1816. [23] 

 Charity was born January 6, 1796 and died after 1870. 
 
 Children of Alexander and Anne: 
 Nancy was born September 18, 1803 and died April 10, 1879.   

 John was born January 20, 1805 and died December 7, 1860. 
  Catherine “Kitsy” was born about 1808.  The last record I have found of her is the 1880 census. 
 Jonathan was born May 5, 1810 and died January 18.1890. 
 Stephen was born in 1812 and died in 1881.   
 James was born October 11, 1813 and died December 1, 1901. 
 Alexander, Jr. was born September 13, 1816 and died March 25, 1881.   

 
Probably there were other sons and daughters, names unknown, as there are more children in the 
census records than for whom I have names.  Not all may be Alexander’s, especially those shown in 
1790 and some of the 5 males under 5 shown in the 1820 census.  
 

Charity O’Daniel 

Charity was born January 6, 1796[23], probably in Duplin County North Carolina.   

On October 8, 1812 (this date is found on the Duplin County Register of deeds website and as I can’t 

make out the last digit of the year in the deed I am using the year shown on the website), she and her 

brother William received 150 acres of land from their grandfather William Grady, Senior.  William 

O’Daniel sold his share to Charity with a recorded date of March 10, 1816.  Charity sold the land to 

Abraham Glisson on October 23, 1817. 

Charity married Quinny Grady.  Quinny was the son of James Grady and Elizabeth Quinney.   Their 

marriage date is unknown; however it would have occurred between the previously noted deed of 

October 23, 1817 and the birth of their son Alexander on June 6, 1820.  Assumed, likely, but unproven 

genealogy is that Charity’s mother and Quinny’s father, both Gradys, were 1st cousins.    

Charity is shown in the household of her son-in-law Thomas Flowers in the 1870 census for Gibson 

County, TN.  This is the last mention of her I have been able to find. 
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