
MEMORIAL OBITUARY FOR JAMES RALPH BLECHA 
02/27/1934 - 08/25/2015 

 

James Ralph Blecha, 81, passed away on August 25, 2015, at the University of 

Colorado Hospital, in Aurora, Colorado.  He was born on February 27, 1934, in his 

grandparent’s bed on a farm north of Hagler, Nebraska, the first born of Rudolph 

James Blecha and Velma Maxine 

(Carlock) Blecha.  He grew up on 

a farm in Fort Morgan, Colorado, 

with 11 siblings.  He left home at 

a young age to move back to 

Nebraska where he worked on a 

cousin’s farm until joining the US 

Navy where he served on board 

the USS Intrepid. 

After leaving active service, he 

returned to Denver, Colorado, working 

as a civil servant for the Federal 

Government.  He married Della Deloris 

(Dougherty) Blecha in December 1959.  

They lived first in Denver and then in 

Aurora, Colorado, giving birth to four 

of their children, before transferring to 

Scott Air Force Base, Illinois, and 

having their fifth child.  Unfortunately, 

their union of 23 years ended in 

divorce in 1983, when Jim transferred 

with the Federal Government and returned to Aurora, Colorado, working as a 

Biomedical Engineer Technician for the Veteran’s Administration Medical Center in 

Denver.  He retired from government service in March 1989. 

Following retirement, Jim was active in several civic and community 

organizations, such as a 20 year member of the Knights of Columbus 

Council 4079, Aurora; an 18 year member of the American Federation of 

Government Employees (AFGE), AFL-CIO, Local 2241, District 11; a 19 year 

member of the Quarter Century Wireless Association; and a member of the 

American Radio Relay League 

(ARRL), Rocky Mountain Division, 

holding various positions and 

taking on various responsibilities in 

each of the organizations. 

He also opened his own business, 

JR Karaoke, where for many years 

he entertained at various establishments and gatherings.  He always enjoyed 

crooning for new and old friends and his favorite song to croon was What a 

Wonderful World in the style of Louis Armstrong. 

He travelled extensively around the continental 

United States and Canada with HAM Radio 

friends, his call letters being W9KRE, and with 

family members to family gatherings, often 

enjoying camping in his RV Travel Trailer or 

Dodge Conversion Van.  He made many visits to 

Squaw Mountain and chose it as his final resting 

place for his ashes to be scattered. 



Jim is survived by his five children: 

David James (Sheri) Blecha, John 

Christopher (Connie) Blecha, 

Teresa ‘Teri’ Yvonne (William 

‘Will’) Rogers, Joan Margaret 

(Robert ‘Bo’) Zielinski, and Paul 

Joseph (Laura Billings) Blecha; six 

grandchildren: John Blecha II, 

Elijah Blecha, Drake Blecha, 

Joseph Blecha, Samantha Zielinski, 

and Nicholas Zielinski; two great 

grandchildren:  Chloe & Thea 

(Drake) Blecha; three step-grandchildren: Carlie (Jason) Smith, Shane (Suzie) Rogers, Chelci Rogers; and three  step-great 

grandchildren: William X. Rogers, Adalyn & Audrey (Carlie) Vinyard; 10 siblings: Barbara Holloway, Harry (Ann) Blecha, 

Marion Blecha, Raleigh (Edna) Blecha, Paul 

(Erma) Blecha, Phyllis Warthen, Edward ‘Gus’ 

(Cindy) Blecha, Loretta Blecha Blazier, Donald 

(Barb) Blecha, and George (Brenda) Blecha, 

numerous nieces and nephews, great nieces and 

nephews, and close friends of the family. 

He was preceded in death by his father, Rudolph 

James ‘Dutch’ Blecha; mother Velma Maxine 

(Carlock) Blecha; sister Florence ‘Jo’ Spotts; and 

sister-in-law Gloria Blecha. 

 

Jim did not wish to have a formal funeral service, so an informal 

memorial gathering was held in his honor with family and 

friends on August 27, 2015, at the Rock Bottom Restaurant, 

Buffalo Room, in Englewood, Colorado.  Family and friends will 

be invited to gather atop Squaw Mountain in the future in order 

to scatter his ashes in accordance with his last wishes. 

He touched many, many lives, making friends wherever he went 

and will be greatly missed by everyone who knew and loved him. 


