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Dear sister and family





it is a hard task fro me to try to write you  it is the first attempt I have made to write to any one since this great loss has beffalin us  Maw taken sick Monday eve about two O clock and died Tuesday night about 15 or 20 minutes after eleven we don’t know the exact minute but just about that time  she had bin feeling real well she and Pap had went out to Jeff’s on Saturday  Jeff came in for them and they
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staid untill Sunday afternoon  Littie brought them home  Monday I washed and Maw got dinner and washed the dishes  she did not even complain of being tired  Austin was here for dinner  when we got threw eating she said let the dishes set and when I smoke I will wash them  I cleared up the table put the dirty dishes on the cook table and swept the kitchen and then got ready and went down to Jose’s  we was making us a waist down there  it was then about one O clock  I 
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left her washing the dishes  she said down and was kniting  she had commenced to feet Pap a pair of socks that morning and she had not knit long when she taken a pain between her shoulders  she lay down her kniting and thought she would smoke but before she got her pipe ready she got sick at her stomache   she went out to the closit and while out there she threw up and that pain went from between her sholders to her stomach  Pap had went up town   he
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he came in after she came from the closit and she was vomiting  he wanted to go for the Dr but she said no and he came down to Joses and told me that she was sick and I came home as quick as I could but when I came she was seting up  Frank had came in and they was talking  she lit her pipe and smoked  she she said she tried to keep Pap from coming after me but he would come but she lay in bet awhile and would get up a while the rest of that afternoon  it was 3 OC when I came
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I got super  Pap and I eat  she did not eat any but still complained of a pain in her stomache  she told pap to go down to Dr Vail’s  tell him to send her something for the pain in her stomach  said there was no use him coming up  Pap came in the kitchen and told me that he guessed he had just better have him come up and see her  I said yes, have him come up   when he got down there the Dr was sick  he sent some medisan  said give it every ten minutes untill it stoped the
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vomiting but I could see before he got back that she was getting worse but I gave her three doses ten minutes a part and she got no better  I ran to the hotell foned to Dr Vail to come right up  he came just as quick as he could  by the time he got there she was just suffering terrible  when the Dr came I ran Back to the hotell and foned for Ben and Jose  they came  she was still bad when they came but got easier directly  Josie and Ben staid untill midnight  she was resting very well and they went home
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I gave her medisan all night  a part of the time she would sleep but would wak evry little bit  she would complain at that pain but it had left her stomach got in to her sides and sholders   towards morning she complained of her bowls being so sore but I thought it was from the pain in her stomach that them so sore but she complained so of them being so sore that just as it was getting daylight I went and foned for Dr to come up again and he came gave her a different medisan and seemed to think she would
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be all right  then she seemed to get better  Jose and Nan came up early that morning  we all thought she was getting better so Jose went home  Nan staid  Mary and Austin came about one O clock but we could see that she was getting worse  Frank and Minnie came pretty soon  Frank set right down and wrote a card to John  he was at ________?  One to Belle  one to Uncle Holly saying that she was very Bad and if she got worse we would wire them  they did not get the cards at a bout 15 or twenty minutes
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a past 11 that night she left us  I did not think any of the time that she was going to die nor Pap didn’t  I could not believe it  I did not think it untill she was gone  she never got out of her head at all  she talked just the same as she allways did untill a bout 3 min before she died she just went of like she was a sleep and just lay that way untill she was gone  Ben had gone to the Depot to telegraph Jon Lou and Bell when she died but had not yet got them of when _______?
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went to tell him send them different  I cant believe that Maw thought of dying for she did not say one word about dying and she did not say one word a bout any of you  didn’t even mention Johns name  I know if she had of thought that she was going to dy that she would of told us so  Miles Cockrell preached the funerl and I neaver heard a nicer talk  Mr Williams Mr Hatfield Mr Steel Mr Brooks Mr Culbertson and Mr Winchel was the Pallbares  Mr Winchel is the man
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that moved in the big Sampson place the spring you left here Dod  we had her buried nice  there has never bin any one put a way in the Parker Cemetery nicer that Maw was  her casket cost $100  it was a Beautiful casket  we had evry thing white that we put on her and got every thing new  her shroud was so Pretty  Mrs Brooks Mrs Brint and one or two others made her things  Belle Crosswhite helped  Aunt Margaret was Buried one month the day Maw died  she died the 10 November
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was buried the 12  Maw the 12 of Dec was Buried the 15  Unkle Holly came on the afternoon train Wednesday  Bell John and the children came Wednesday night  Sam got home Thursday morn on the 4 O Clock train  John and Lou got here Thursday morning came to Greely?  Frank met them there but we did not have the funeral untill Friday a 2 O clock  Sam did not know a thing of it untill he got off the Train at Parker  we had a seamented vault  had the grave lined
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with cotton Bating and the Box lid covered with coton and Evergreen and Evergreen clear round the top of the grave  we could not see the dirt at all  it did not look like a grave  it looked just like she was laid in a bead of cotton  I never will dread to be Buried any more as I always have since I saw maw buried  she looked so nice  if you and Bill could of only bin here and saw her  I will send you and Ely pieces of her cloths not in this letter for there
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wont be room  I will send them some day in another Envelope to themselves  Dod when you read this send it to Bill as it is too hard on my nerves to write another one like this  and I want him to know just how evry thing was to  Pap is just tolerable well  he taken Maws death hard  I will live with him and John  Frank and John has Bought the Livery Barn here and is going to run it  Frank is moving in now
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hey will live next door to us  Pap sold 50 feet off the west side his lots last spring  the folks Built a house and frank and minnie will live in that  John Amyx and Brack was ________? Maw’s funeral  well I have told all as far as I can think now  Lou went home Saturday before Xmas?  Bell on Monday after  write soon  tell us how you are and if you think of staying there  Lou was looking for you here when she was here  from your loveing Sister Bettie  over
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???? Miles Austin was at Maws funeral  






























































     This letter was written 3 Jan 1906 in Parker, Kansas, by Elizabeth “Bettie” Napoleon Ingram to her sister Georganne “Dod” or “Daud” Ingram Hensley in Oklahoma on the death of their mother, Frances Elizabeth Nickell Ingram, “Maw”, who died 12 Dec 1905 in Parker.  Bettie never married and was living with “Maw” and “Pap”, George Washington “Wash” Ingram, in Parker, Linn County, Kansas.  Georganne and her husband Wesley Hensley were probably living in Oklahoma.  “Jeff” is Jefferson Davis Ingram, their brother.  “Littie” is Lydia Rogers Ingram, Jeff’s wife.  “Mary” is Mary Margaret Ingram Oakley, their sister.  “Austin” is Austin Oakley, Mary’s husband.  “Jose” is Josephine Ingram Crosswhite, their sister.  “Ben” is Ben Crosswhite, Jose’s husband.  “Frank” is George Franklin Ingram, their brother.  “Minnie” is Minnie Oakley Ingram, Frank’s wife.  “Nan” is Sarah Nannie Ingram Day, their sister.  “John” is John Green Ingram, their youngest brother who never married.  I think Bettie and John continued to live together all their lives.  “Belle” is Rhoda Belle Ingram Fitzgerald, their sister.  “John” is her husband John Fitzgerald.  “Sam” is Samuel Hart Ingram, their brother.  “Bill” is William Jennings Ingram, their brother and “Ely” is his wife, Sarah Ellen Bryant Ingram.   “Uncle Holly” is Maw’s brother, Holly P. or Napoleon Nickell.  “Aunt Margaret” is Maw’s sister Margaret Harrison Nickell Pieratt.





     This letter was in the possession of Lydia Ethel Davis Hensley, my grandmother, and I inherited it when she died.  She was married to Walter Hensley who was the son of Georganne Ingram and Wesley Hensley.  My grandmother lived with her in-laws, Georganne and Wesley Hensley, most of her married life.  They lived near Welch, OK, until 1926 when they moved to Parker, KS.  My grandmother knew most of the people in this letter.





Jeanne Hensley Campise


4929 E. McKenzie


Fresno CA 93727


(559) 251-4520


